
PLACEMENT ASSESSMENTS:  MIRA COSTA JAZZ 2020-2021 
 
PLACE, TIME, AND PURPOSE 
Assessments will take place during virtual class over ZOOM at MCHS and MBMS the week of June 3rd.  Scheduling of 
assessment times will take place in class at MCHS and MBMS.  If you are not currently attending one of these schools or are not 
currently enrolled in the music programs there, please contact the Mira Costa High School Band Director, Mr. Joel Carlson, at 
MCHSBandDirector@gmail.com to schedule a session or RSVP for the Rhythm Section Group Assessment.  You can download 
copies of the assessment music at www.miracostabands.com under the “Placement Assessments” tab.  Placement Assessment data 
will be used to appropriately group players of similar capabilities within the Jazz Ensembles offered at Mira Costa. 
 
PREPARED MUSIC 
Wind Instrument Players: Please prepare the scales and one of the etudes for your instrument, either the Junior excerpt or the 
Senior, not both. 
 
Rhythm Section Players: Please prepare both of the etudes (Swing and Latin) for your instrument, playing any written notes 
as well as any comping that is on your parts. You will be playing along with a backing track over Zoom. 
 
IMPROVISATION/SIGHT-READING 
Wind Instrument Players: You will be asked to sight-read the head to a concert Bb blues tune and then, if you are ready, to 
take a solo improvisational chorus as well to demonstrate improvisational ability.  An audio player will be provided over 
ZOOM that has a pre-recorded rhythm section to play along with.  Alternatively and more impressively, please prepare any 
tune you like in place of the blues tune and come prepared to play the head as well a solo chorus to demonstrate 
improvisational ability. We will work with you over ZOOM if you wish to bring your own backing track. 
 
Rhythm Section Players: Please be ready to improvise over the changes from measure 17-24 in both the etudes provided. 
 




























































